
ROEBUCK ACADEMY
Characteristics of a Historian D

et
er

m
in

at
io

n

Respect

Ex
ce

lle
nc

e

Altogether M
ot

iv
at

io
n

DETERMINATION, RESPECT, EXCELLENCE, ALTOGETHER, MOTIVATION & SAFETY

At Roebuck Academy, we value History.  A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and 
that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think 
critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 

At Roebuck Academy, we are Historians. We have…

• An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events, and contexts from a range of historical periods and of historical concepts and processes. 
• The ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas very confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences. 
• The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources. 
• The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry. 
• A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people interpret 
 the past in different ways. 
• A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgments. 
• A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality research across a range of history topics.

• Changes within living memory – where appropriate, these should 
 be used to reveal aspects of change in national life
• Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
 globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane 
 flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]
• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed 
 to national and international achievements, some should be used 
 to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, 
 Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 
 Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel 
 the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary 
 Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell]
• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality

Learning Opportunities in Key Stage 1

• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.
• The Roman Empire and its Impact on Britain.
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots.
• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
 the Confessor
• A local history study.
• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
 beyond 1066
• The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
 civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer, The Indus 
 Valley, Ancient Egypt, The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China
• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world
• A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: 
 early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; 
 Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300

Learning Opportunities in Key Stage 2


