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October 2024

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Re: Parent Governor Vacancy 

We are looking for a Parent Governor to be appointed to the Local Governing Body for Roebuck Academy. If you are a parent, grandparent or carer of a current Roebuck Academy student you are eligible to apply to stand as a governor. We are keen to reflect the local community that the Academy serves and members of under-represented groups are therefore particularly welcomed on the governing body and applications from parents from an ethnic minority background are encouraged. Governors influence the direction and success of the Academy and parents who have been involved in the past have enjoyed helping to develop our school.   

What do I have to do as a governor?

The governing body's main tasks are to support and challenge the Academy, ensure that students receive high quality education and plan for future development and improvement. Training and guidance will be provided. There is a time commitment which is outlined below: -
· Governors Meetings five times per year. Meetings are a mixture of online and in person in the evening from 6.00pm and last until about 8.00pm.

·  ‘Governors in School Days’ which take place one morning per half term – these include learning walks and meetings with a range of staff to see the school ‘live’ and review items discussed at governing body meetings.

· Meet with a nominated Senior Leader from the academy each term to discuss a particular aspect of school life.

· Represent the governing body at school events where possible

· Occasionally sit on exclusion panels or disciplinary panels (evenings) – training provided

Appointments are made for a four-year term of office. You don’t need any specific experience.  The Hart Schools Trust will provide an induction and the opportunity for training. You should be willing to dedicate reasonable time to your responsibilities.

Can anyone apply?

There are some circumstances in which you are not able to be appointed as a governor and I enclose a note of these.  Governors will also be subject to a Disclosure Barring Service (DBS Enhanced) check under the Police Act 1997 and candidates must provide the names and contact details of two people who are willing to act as their referees.

Assuming your circumstances are not featured on the list on page 3, then please feel free to apply SUMMARY OF DISQUALIFICATIONS FROM GOVERNORSHIP
A person may not be a school governor if any of the following apply:

· she/he is under 18 years of age

· she/he is liable to be detained under the Mental Health Act 1983

· she/he has been made bankrupt or sequestration of his/her estate has taken place. S/he has made a composition or arrangement with his/her creditors

· she/he is subject to a disqualification order under the Company Director Disqualification Act 1986 or a failure to pay under county court administration order has been made

· she/he has been removed from office of charity trustee or trustee for a charity by an order made by the Charity Commissioners or the High Court

· she/he has been included on the list of teachers and workers with children or young persons whose employment is prohibited or restricted

· she/he is disqualified from being the proprietor, teacher or other employee of any independent school

· she/he has served three months or more in prison (or received a suspended sentence) within the last five years whether in the UK or elsewhere

· she/he has served two and a half years or more in prison within the last 20 years

· she/he has served five years or more in prison at any time

· she/he has been convicted of causing a nuisance and disturbance on education premises and sentenced to a fine

· she/he has been subject to a disqualification order under the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000

· A conviction given by a Court outside the U.K. for conduct which would not have constituted an offence had it occurred in any part of the U.K. is disregarded.

.

I’m interested in applying.  What now?

If you would like to stand as a candidate please complete the online Parent Governor Application Form via 

https://forms.gle/e9egsKNDdWNtwBXUA
Alternatively, please provide the below information to Vikki Kinsella via main reception or via email kinsellav@roebuck.herts.sch.uk  as soon as possible and not later than 8th November. 

Governor’s application information

· Full Name (include your salutation e.g. Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr)

· Home address

· Email address

· Your personal statement (no more than 100 words). These details will appear on the ballot paper sent to parents if there are more than two applicants. This should state why you want to become a school governor. This can include details of your link to the school, relevant experience or positions you have held and why you would like to be elected as a governor.  You can hand write this statement and hand in at reception or email it to kinsellav@roebuck.herts.sch.uk 
I look forward to hearing from potential governors.

Yours faithfully,

James Lawson

Chair of Governors

Roebuck Academy

The Roebuck Academy, St Margarets, Stevenage, Hertfordshire, SG2 8RG
Headteacher: Mr Andrew Mari|    Tel: 01438 311937   |   admin@roebuck.herts.sch.uk   |   www.roebuck.herts.sch.uk
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