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Why do farmers thrive in Northern Italy?

There are many reasons for migration, several of which we have explored in the video. One of the industries which varies greatly across Italy is farming, we are going to explore how this varies from North to South.

1. What are the Advantages of Farming in the North?
Look at the nine advantages provided for farming in Northern Italy. Think carefully about each one and place them into the diamond nine grid. Think about which is the most important advantage to place at the top and place those underneath with decreasing importance. Once you have made your choice write the letter matching the advantage into your chosen box.
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2.  What are the disadvantages of farming in the South?
Look at each of these aspects and decide if they are human or physical features. Colour human factors blue & physical factors red.
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A - Rain falls throughout the year


B - Easy to borrow money from big banks


C - Low-lying, flat land


D - Modern Machinery


E - Plenty of money to buy fertiliser


F - Near large urban markets


G - Fertile soil left by River Po


H - River Po flows giving water


I - Most farmers own their own land





Rivers often dry up in summer. Often there is not enough money or water for irrigation schemes





Little money to buy fertiliser





Most rain falls in winter. There is a summer drought.





Far away from urban markets in Northern Italy and North-West Europe





Animals are often used instead of modern machinery





Little soil on hills due to erosion





Few local colleges, means that farming methods are still traditional





Few farmers own their own land





Few banks from which to borrow money





Much of the land is steep and high








