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The Decider

“It's over, Doctor Magnetor”
Ascrawny man dressed head to toe in purple spandex turned his
head slowly. One of his hands was tightly gripping the overhanging
rock above his head. The other was inching slowly towards his utiity
belt.

“Don't do it, Doctor. 've got you surrounded. A tall, brawny man stood on the damp floor of

the vaulted cave. One hand was resting on his hips in a classic superhero pose. The other held
flaming torch that bathed both of them in a flickering pool of light. A gentle breeze played with his
long, golden hair

Doctor Magnetor looked around, from the ground to the ceiling far above them. “There's nobody
else here, Professor Amazing,” he said through gritted teeth,

“It's a figure of speech!” Professor Amazing shouted angrily.

“You'llnever catch mel” Doctor Magnetor swung on the ledge and grabbed hold of what turned
ot to be an angry bat. He shrieked and tumbled to the ground. Shadows engulfed him.

A purple flash sprang out of the darkness and darted towards the professor. Hed been expecting
it though and swivelled out of the way. There was a heavy thud. Professor Amazing shook his head
sadly as he watched Doctor Magnetor dust himself off and rub his head where he'd crashed into
the wall

“This i getingridiculous,” Professor Amazing said. “You've been evading me for three years now”
“And F've been getting away with t” Doctor Magnetor said proudly.

“Until now. You do know there's only one way we can setle this forever, don't you?”

Doctor Magnetor took a deep breath. He nodded slightly.

“If | win,” Professor Amazing continued, “it willal be over for you. You understand that?” Another
nod. “If you win, you'll be able to continue your plans for world domination, and Il leave you
alone”

Doctor Magnetor stepped forward suddenly. Professor Amazing fiinched but realised his nemesis
was holding out his hand. He shook it firmly. “Its been an honour,”said the evil doctor
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“Rny last words?” asked the professor.
“You need a better catch-phrase.”
“What's wrong with ‘You've been caught by Professor Amazing'?”

“It sounds too much like a TV advert.” The doctor thought for a moment. “Maybe something like:
“There's only room for one Amazing’ He thought again for a second and said, “Maybe not. But
workon it It's pretty terrible”

“Fair enough. s that t?”

“Will you pass on a message to my dear old mum?” Professor Amazing nodded, and Doctor
Magnetor continued, “Tell her to send me my sonic blaster hidden in 2 birthday cake. it will help.
me escape.”

“No;” said Professor Amazing, flaty. “Lets get this over and done with. | don't want to drag it out
any longer”

The two men cautiously approached each other. “Are you sure you're ready for this?” Professor
Amazing asked.

“Geton with it

“Okay.” Both men held out their right hand in a tensely curled fist. They raised them together three:
times and muttered under their breath, “Rock, paper, scissors..” Each of them opened their hand
2t precisely the same time.

VOCABULARY FOCUS

A s

e

B T T e T R e e

e e U 1 e

B o R R e e e e
VIPERS QUESTI

Why does the purple man talk through gritted teeth near the beginning?

What did Doctor Magnetor grab hold of?

What did Doctor Magnetor do after he raced towards Professor Amazing?
How do you think they settled their argument?

Write the next paragraph in the story. Think about what might happen.
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DIA DEE LOS MUERTOS

Between the 315t of October and the 2nd of November every year, Mexicans get together and
celebrate one of the most colourful festivals in the worid calendar. Dia de los Muertos (Day of the

Dead) s a way for people to remember their friends and relatives who have passed away.

Its different from Halloween
Whereas Halloween celebrates the spooky and macabre and plays on people’s fear of death, the
Day of the Dead islife-affirming. Instead of fearing death, Mexicans respect and pay homage to

thelr relatives.

You won't find a single monster costume during the festival; people prefer to decorate objects and

themselves with bright colours and vivid patterns.

Irsveryold

‘The origins of Dia de los Muertos can be traced back to 1000AD. The Toltec Mexicans believed in
respecting the dead and celebrated their return to the land of the living once a year. The Aztecs
were the fist tribe to create a formal celebration in their calendar; it fellin around the time of

August and lasted for a month.

‘The days are important

At midnight on the 315t of October (going into the 1st of November), children build an altar to
invite the spirts of dead children to return to be with their family. Thisis often done alongside the
families of the deceased. Food and toys are placed on the altar for the child's spiit (angelitos). The

15t of November is known as Dia de los Angelitos (day of the little angels)

From midnight on the 1t of November, the spirits of deceased adults are said to return to visit
their friends and family. Offerings of food and alcohol are made, and the party goes on long into
the next morning. It s a time of celebration, not mourning: music i played, and happy memories

are retold.

The final celebrations are held around noon on the 2nd of November. People dress up as calaca
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(skeletons) with painted faces and parade through the strests. Sugar skuls are painted in vivid
colours, with large black eyes and bright flowers and patterns. This s the day when most people
visit cemeteries and decorate the graves with gifts. Marigold flowers are commonly used as they

are said to be the flower of the dead.

Street festivals are relatively new
Until 2015, Mexico City didn't have 3 large parade to celebrate the Day of the Dead. However, the
fimmakers of the James Bond films included one i the 2015 film, Spectre,

and suddenly tourists started flocking to the city to see it. Wanting to
promote Mexican history, the authorities decided to oblige and now

hold an enormous parade filled with colour and music.
1t not just Mexico.

‘The origins of Dia de los Muertos may have originated with early
Mexican tribes, but it sn't only celebrated there. It s widely
celebrated all over the world. Many religious communities celebrate
Al Souls Day or All Saints Day at the same time s the Day of the Dead.
‘These are also days for people to remember the dead and welcome their

Souls back for a day.

SUMMARY FOCUS

1. Hows the Day of the Dead different to Halloween?
2. Give one way that the festival is ifferent now to when the Aztecs celebrated it
3. Summarise why each day of the festival is important
4. Why does Mexico Gity had 2 Day of the Dead parade?
5. How i the Day of the Dead similar to All Souls Day?
VIPERS QUESTIONS
Why are marigold flowers important?
Write 2 definition for “macabre”.
Why are stories of happy memories told during the celebrations?

Which Mexican tribe is believed to have been the first to celebrate the dead?

Using the information in the text, draw and decorate 2 sugar skull
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A nurse will see you when you arrive at the hospital. They
will check to see how poorly you are. The nurses will also
Look after you if you have to stay in hospital. They are
very friendly and kind. They are good at making children
feel better.

In The HOSpita| S: What jobs can a nurse do?

People go to the hospital when they are poorly or hurt. There
are lots of different doctors and nurses. The doctors and nurses
all do different jobs. They help people to get better. Poorly
people in a hospital are called patients.

Doctors can look after patients who are more poorly. They
train for a very long time. They may be good at treating
%)) one iuness. This is called a speciality. Doctors tell you if
Yyou need to take medicine. Doctors work with the nurses

R: Why might people go to the hospital?

I: Why are doctors and nurses important?

to make sure you feel better.
@ A paramedic might take you into the hospital. They will P: What kind of person do you think a doctor needs to be?
use an ambulance to get you there. They have to train for
a long time. They are very good at keeping people calm.
They can treat lots of things. This means you might not

People sometimes need an operation. They might need an A
need to visit the hospital. P operation. They mig|

operation if they have broken a bone or are very poorly.
R: How would a paramedic get you to hospital? The person doing the operation is called a surgeon. They
train for a very long time as well. People are looked after

TSR R =R by doctors and nurses after an operation.
: Which word mean: ?

visit treat calm I Why do you think surgeons train for so long?
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