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“Put your swords away, friends,” insisted Romeo.“Remember the Prince has forbidden fighting
in the street.” Romeo grabbed Mercutio by the arms and held him back but, to his horror, Tybalt
took the chance to thrust his sword into Mercutio’s side.

“A plague on both your families,” cried Mercutio, seeing blood pour from his wound. Benvolio
took Mercutio in his arms, but there was nothing he could do to save him.

Romeo drew his sword.“One of us will die with him, Tybalt,” he cried and he set upon Tybalt
in a fury.With one fatal thrust, Tybalt was dead. Romeo dropped his sword and stared in shock
at what he had done.

“Run, get away,” urged Benvolio, “I'll explain everything.” Romeo took one last look at his
dying friend and fled, realising what a fool he had been.

A crowd quickly gathered and the Prince of Verona himself appeared. When he heard what
had happened he was very angry. Benvolio assured him that Romeo had been trying to prevent
a fight.“Then | shall spare Romeo’s life,” said the Prince. “However, he is banished from Verona
for the life he took.”

Meanwhile, Juliet waited with great excitement to see Romeo. She paced about her room
impatiently, wishing the night would come.When the nurse arrived, Juliet begged her for news
of him but the old woman’s anguished face filled her with alarm.

“He’s gone, Madam, gone!” the nurse cried. “Romeo killed your cousin Tybalt and now he’s
banished from Verona!”

* Juliet was horrified.Was she wrong to have trusted a Montague after all? Knowing Tybalt's
hot temper she guessed that he must have challenged Romeo,“I'm sure that if my cousin had not
been murdered, my husband would be dead,” she thought woefully.“l must see Romeo.”

The nurse delivered a message to Romeo, who had taken refuge at the monastery with Friar
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Lawrence. That night, as planned, Romeo came to Juliet’s room, but instead of celebrating their
marriage they comforted each other, knowing that he hod to leave Verona farever. When the
morning lark began to sing, Romeo promised Juliet that he'd soon find a way for them to be
together. Then, with a heavy heart, he left her and set off for Mantua.

Later that morning, Juliet's mother came to her room and found her daughter in tears.
“| bring good news,” she said. “The noble Count Paris has long admired you, Juliet, so your
father has given permission for you to be married”

Juliet stared at her mother in astonishment. “No, it can’t be!” she gasped. “l won’t marry
Count Paris, a man I've never met”” But she couldn’t reveal the real reason why.

Lord Capulet was cross when he heard of his daughter’s refusal. “You are lucky to be
honoured by such a noble gentleman,” he told her and insisted that the marriage took place
that very weel, before Paris changed his mind. In desperation, Juliet went to see Friar Lawrence,

to ask for his help.
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Friar Lawrence suggested a plan to reunite her with Romeo. It was daring and dangerous
but Juliet was prepared to risk her life for her love.

Juliet returned home and told her father that she would marry Count Paris. Then, the night
before the wedding, she drank a potion that the Friar had given her, which caused her to fall
asleep so deeply that she appeared to be dead.When she couldn’t be woken the next morning
her family was distraught with grief. Juliet’s wedding day became her funeral. With great sorrow,
she was laid in the Capulet tomb.

Meanwhile, Friar Lawrence sent a messenger to tell Romeo that he should go to the tomb, for
a day later, Juliet would revive and they could escape together. However, the friar’s messenger
visited a sick house on his way and found himself quarantined, unable to let anyone know that
he’d been delayed.

Unaware of the plan, Romeo awoke late that morning with a smile. “l dreamt that Juliet
found me dead, but her sweet kisses breathed life into me,” he sighed happily.
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Moments later, his servant, Balthasar, arrived from Verona, having ridden hard to bring the
news of Juliet’s death. Romeo listened in disbelief. Could it really be true? Balthasar nodded
sadly. Heartbroken, Romeo shook his fist at the heavens. “Stars, | defy you!” he cried.“l won’t
accept this fate.” He set off at once for Verona, stopping only to buy a bottle of poison to unite
him with his love in death.

It was night by the time he came to the Capulet’s tomb.With dread, Romeo stepped inside.
Tears streamed down his face as he approached the coffin. When he saw Juliet’s beautiful face
so pale and lifeless his heart felt it would burst. “Forgive me, my love,” he said softly.l will never
leave you again”” Romeo pulled the poison from his pocket, drank it down and collapsed to the
floor.

Moments later, Juliet stirred. Stowly, the colour returned to her cheeks and she sat up, drowsy
from her long, deep sleep.As she blinked in the candlelight she saw Romeo’s dead body on the
stone floor, the poison bottle beside him. Juliet realised at once what had happened. She took
Romeo in her arms and kissed his lips, desperately hoping to find some poison there for herself,
but there was not a trace left. Then she saw Romeo’s dagger at his side. Not wishing to live a
moment more without him, she seized it.“Oh happy dagger!” she cried and she thrust the blade
into her heart. Now at last, they would be together forever.

When the two lovers were found lying dead in each other’s arms their families were filled
with remorse. Joined in grief, the Capulets and the Montagues called an end to their fatal feud.
The tragic love of Romeo and Juliet had brought peace to Verona at last.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS

Juliet Romeo The Nurse
Daughter of Lord Son of Lord Nurse to Juliet
Capulet Montague

Lord and Lady Lord and Lady

Montague Capulet
Parents to Romeo Parents to Juliet

Mercutio Tybalt Benvolio
Friend of Romea Lord Capulet’s Friend of Romeo
nephew
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ROMEO AND JULIET

Long ago, in the Italian city of Verona, there lived two families who had been enemies for
many years.The hatred between the Capulets and the Montagues was so strong that they often
fought each other in the streets. One day, after a riotous brawl that upset the good people of
the city, the Prince of Verona warned Lord Capulet and Lord Montague to control their families.
The next person to disturb the peace, he told them, would be punished with death. '

Not long after this, Lord Capulet arranged a masked ball and invited all the noble families of
Verona. Lord Montague’s son, Romeo, knew that his family wouldn’t be welcome but his friend,
Benvolio, had other ideas.

“I'm tired of seeing you mope around, sighing about your love for Rosaline,” said Benvolio
with a twinkle in his eye.“You know she doesn't care for you at all. Come to the Capulets’ ball
with Mercutio and me — when you compare Rosaline with the other beautiful girls you'll see
she's really a crow among swans! You'll soon find somebody else to love.”

Romeo couldn’t resist. The Capulets’ house was a dangerous place for a Montague but he
longed to see Rosaline, no matter how little she cared for him.

On the night of the Capulets’ ball, Romeo, Benvolio and Mercutio disguised themselves with
rmasks. Romeo wandered among the guests, hoping for a glimpse of Rosaline but, unexpectedly,
another girl caught his eye — a girl whose long, red hair gleamed in the torchlight. Romeo was
mesmerised by her beauty. Gazing at her, he forgot all about Rosaline. He stepped nearer, his
heart beating fast, willing her to notice him.When she did, she smiled shyly.

Romeo suddenly felt that nothing in the world mattered excepe the girl dancing gracefully
before him.“I believe | never truly loved anyone until this moment!” he declared.

Unfortunately, Lord Capulets nephew, Tybalt, was standing nearby and recognised Romeo's
voice. “How dare a Montague enter this house!” he growled angrily. Tybalt pushed his way
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towards the door to fetch his sword but Lord Capulet stopped him and asked what was wrong.

“Our enemy Romeo is here,” thundered Tybalt.

Lord Capulet remembered the Prince’s warning. “Let him stay,” he told Tybalt. “Romeo isn’t
causing any trouble. Although he’s a Montague, people speak well of him.”

| won't watch that villain make a fool of us,” Tybalt protested.

“If you won't obey me then it's you who must leave,” replied Lord Capulet sternly. “l don’t
want a fight to ruin this evening.”

Angry and frustrated, Tybalt left.“I'll not forget this, Romeo,” he muttered under his breath.

Unaware of the trouble he'd caused, Romeo waited for an opportunity to speak to the girl
with the long red hair.When the dance was over, he removed his mask and stepped close beside
her. Gently he took her hand. The girl turned to him and blushed a little, her eyes wide with
wonder. Romeo knew that she felt as he did, for she left her hand in his to tell him so.

“Does my hand offend you!" asked Romeo.“If so, my lips will kiss its rough touch away.”

“Hands may touch to pray, as lips do,” she replied.

“Then let our lips touch like our hands,” said Romeo and he kissed her.

At that moment, an old woman interrupted them.

“Your mother wants to speak to you, Madam,” she said."You must go at once”

The girl let Romeo’s hand fall. She gave him a radiant smile, then disappeared into the crowd.

“Who is she?” asked Romeo, watching after her in a happy daze.

“Surely you don't need to ask, Sir?” said the nurse with a frown.“That is Juliet, Lord Capulet’s
daughter!” And she hurried off after her.

“Juliet — a Capulet!” Romeo’s heart sank.“She is my life, so my life belongs to my enemy!”

Suddenly, Romeo felt somebody tugging him by the arm."Time to leave!” whispered Benvolio,
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who had seen Romeo kiss Juliet. He led his love-struck friend
away, hoping that nobody else had noticed.

On the way home from the ball, Romeo slipped away from
Benvolio and Mercutio and turned back to the Capulets’ house,
where he climbed over the garden wall,into the moonlit orchard.

At that very moment, Juliet stepped out onto a balcony
above.To her dismay, she'd just learned from her nurse that the
handsome stranger at the ball was none other than Romeo, the
son of her father’s enemy.

“Oh Romeo, my love, why must you be a Montague?” she
murmured, unaware that he was listening below.

Romeo stepped out from the shadows.“I'll give up that name
if it's your enemy,” he whispered.

Juliet was astonished and thrilled to hear Romeo's voice. She
warned him of the danger he was in but Romeo wasn’t afraid.

“'d rather die now, at the hands of a Capulet, than live
without your love,” he told her. In hushed voices they spoke of
their feelings for each other, talking happily until the first glow
of dawn appeared.

Romeo didn’t want the night to end.“I'm afraid to wake up
and find that our love is just a dream,” he told her.

“My love for you is real, Romeo,” said Juliet. “If yours is too
then let us be married, so we'll never have to part.”

They agreed to marry quickly, in secret, so their families
couldn’t prevent the wedding. And so they parted, with the
promise to meet at the chapel the following day.
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Next morning, accompanied by her nurse, Juliet went to the
chapel, where she and Romeo were married by Friar Lawrence.
However, until the priest could find a way to tell their families,
it was not safe for the young lovers to be together. The nurse
promised to hide a ladder in the orchard so that Romeo could
climb up to Juliet’s balcony after dark.

Romeo was the happiest man in Verona that day as he went
in search of his friends, Benvolio and Mercutio, to tell them
his secret news. But as he greeted them in the square, Tybalt
appeared.

“Pve been looking for you, villain!” Tybalt shouted at Romeo.
“How dare you enter the house of Capulet?”

“'m no villain,” replied Romeo breezily, “and | have every
reason to love the name Capulet”

Tybalt drew his sword to fight.

“Let him be,” cried Mercutio, “or I'll teach you a lesson.”

But Tybalt was determined to punish the Montagues. He
turned on Mercutio and the two began to fight.
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