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Friday 6th November 2020

Dear Parents and Carers, 

RE: Year 2 Phonics Test

As you are aware, due to the previous lockdown restrictions, the current year 2 children did not take the phonics screening test in year 1. This is a statutory test. The current expectation from the Government is that the children will now need to take this test before the end of the Autumn term. This means that we will be completing the test with your children in December. We have left this until December so that the children have as much time as possible to make as much progress as possible. 

The government have outlined that the children will not be issued a new test but will re-sit a past test from 2017, 2018 or 2019 and those children who do not meet the pass mark will re-sit in June as normal. 

We have worked incredibly hard to prepare the children for the phonics screening test and since September we have been completing a phonics recovery curriculum. This has consisted of two phonics lessons a day and specific and tailored interventions for your children on a one to one basis. The children have enjoyed these sessions with most featuring our amazing Monster phonics characters.

In order to prepare the children for the screening test, we will send home copies of past test papers for you to practise with your children every week until the test has been completed. We know that this will be a focus for the children at this time so we will not be sending any spelling homework. 

To support you and provide you with relevant information, we have made a short video that has been placed onto the school website. The video will explain the materials, how to practise the test and what the children are expected to do. We hope you find this very helpful and hopefully it will answer any further questions you may have.

Thank you for your continued support and I would personally like to congratulate the children for working so hard. We have been astounded by their resilience, determination and enthusiasm to learn as well as their leaps and gains in progress - we are super proud already!

Kind regards


Mrs Herbaut 
The Roebuck Academy, St Margarets, Stevenage, Hertfordshire, SG2 8RG
Headteacher: Ms Lynsey Young   |    Tel: 01438 311937   |   admin@roebuck.herts.sch.uk   |   www.roebuck.herts.sch.uk
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